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note, however, that travel and accommodation expenses cannot be reimbursed.

Multidimensional structural changes are reshaping regional economies worldwide,
often driven by politically-decided green energy transitions and broader societal shifts.
Governments’ strategies for buffering expected transition shocks regularly aim at
boosting regional innovation systems and creating new economic development paths,
while simultaneously addressing bundles of related issues, such as skilled labour
shortages, environmental degradation, or decline in public services. Often,
governments’ responses centre around a vision of a green knowledge-based economy,
aiming at agglomerations of sustainable energy production and technology-intensive
firms, kick-started by public spending to support development of higher education and
research institutions, infrastructure, and attracting higher-skilled labour.

Such strategies can be observed worldwide, both on national and regional scales.
Examples range from processes in coal mining regions in Germany (Berger et al., 2025;
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Lange & Burkner, 2025) and beyond (Jolly et al., 2025; Krommyda et al., 2025), but also
in regions that have weaker ties to fossil-based energy production but where similar
strategies for path development are still tied to larger sustainability transitions (Eadson
& Leeuw, 2025; Laasonen, 2024; Losacker et al., 2023). These logics unfold not only in
different types of regions (Grillitsch & Hansen, 2019), but also at national scales, such
as in developmental agendas of countries outside the Global North like Singapore
(Kiese, 2006), or the Arab Gulf countries (Ewers & Malecki, 2010; Rottleb, 2024).

Despite a growing body of research on these processes, important questions remain
regarding the potentials and limits of such strategies for innovation-driven regional
development. In particular, the literature has yet to fully unpack the mechanisms
through which such strategies are articulated and stabilised, the actor constellations
and power relations that shape them, as well as their broader economic and societal
viability.

To advance academic debate on these and related questions, the Centre for Structural
Change and Regional Development (ZeStuR), established at Brandenburg University of
Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg (BTU) in November 2025, invites researchers studying
comparable processes worldwide to an inter- and transdisciplinary workshop. Bringing
together researchers, policy-makers, and regional stakeholders from Lusatia, the coal
region in which the BTU itself is located, the workshop aims to create a space forjoint
reflection on the societal relevance of structural change research, the exchange of
methodologies and insights, the identification of research gaps, and the co-
development of future research questions and agendas.

The workshop will combine co-creative sessions together with practitioners with
academic formats discussing work-in-progress. For the latter, we invite contributions
from economics, economic geography, regional studies, transition studies, and related
fields. Submissions will be subject to a two-step selection process. 1) Initially, we invite
interested researchers to submit a 200-word abstract outlining their work, whether
empirical, theoretical, or conceptual, related to the workshop themes. This can range
from attempts at structuring raw ideas, to early versions of article manuscripts, to
research concepts, etc. Based onthese abstracts, we will select a group of participants,
who will then 2) be asked to submit a short working paper (5-6 pages) in advance, based
on the abstract. These submissions willbe circulated among all participants prior to the
workshop. Each participant will be assighed one paper submitted by another participant
and tasked with preparing a short presentation (10-15 minutes) that summarises and
critically discusses the assigned work, including their own reflections and feedback.

Submissions could address, but are not limited to, the following themes:
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Empirical insights

e Whatis the role of firms and entrepreneurs in regions in transition?

e Building regional knowledge economies —what works and what doesn’t?

e How can state-led development enable bottom-up agency?

e What are the roles of ideational categories like imaginaries, narratives, visions,
etc. inregional structural change?

e Howcanregions become more resilient through structural change?

e How do perceptions of fairness, opportunity, and risk among local actors
influence theirwillingness toinvestin, innovate, or support regional development

strategies?
Methodologies

e How and what should be compared when researching regional structural
change?

e What methodologicalchallenges arise in our disciplines for researching regional
structural change?

e How can participatory, transdisciplinary, and co-creative approaches be
meaningfully integrated into economics and economic geography?

e How can we study anticipatory or future-oriented governance and strategies?
Ontological and epistemological considerations

e How is research on regional structural change positioned within, across, or
beyond academic disciplinary logics?

e How do normative assumptions shape research on regional structural change?

e What constitutes regional ‘structural change’, and (how) does it differ from
‘transformation’?

e What is a ‘region’ in transition research, e.g., administrative unit, functional

space, socio-political construct, or imaginary?
Critical assessment

e What are the blind spots of established regional knowledge based economy

driven development strategies?
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e Beyond growth: how can we research alternatives to established regional
development strategies?

e What are the uneven geographies of innovation-driven regional development?

e Howdoesresearchonregionalstructural change interact with policy-making and

governance?

Please send your abstracts as PDF documents by 1 July 2026 to rottleb@b-tu.de.
Abstracts should not exceed 200 words (not counting references) and include a clear
referenceto at least one of the outlined streams of investigation. Each proposal should
be accompanied by a brief biographical outline, including your affiliation, position, and
main research interests. We will notify you whether your proposal has been accepted by
1 August, along with further information on the workshop programme. Participants
whose abstracts were selected will be asked to submit their 5-6 page working paper for
circulationamong allworkshop participants andreview by a designated discussant by 1
October.

Wolfram Berger, Bernd Hirschl, Jakob Kripp, Tim Rottleb, Jan Schnellenbach, Paul
Strikker, Nguyen Thuy Trang
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